Cultural Dynamics

try to carefully control how thewr decision 1s communicated to others.
Thiey dis thas, not bevawse they are ashamed of their decision for Clrist.
but because they don't want to estrange, disappoint, or dishonor
anyone—non-Christian, Christian or even Christ himsolf. They
make sure, as much as possable, that the outcome will be posative,
hononng to all and shaming none. That's their desire and objective,
PR | r|'|1:-|.|g|| it may ot .'||'|.l.-'.!|_'!.-'-. be possible, '|'|1|._~:_|.- are pob pisk-takers,
especially when it comes to relationships. Thoy always try their best
to strongthen and not destroy relationships, to bring honor and not
shame, Once bonded to the Lored, this bent in human relationships
is directed toward Christ, their relationship with him is viewed as
permanent, and their prinapal motivation is, not to embarrass, but
to bring honor to his Mame.

How mught we
apply all that's been discussed so far? What follows is a practical applica-
tion of the insighls presented. IUs a process thal s easaly remembered, espoe-
cially tor those who fish for fish. The Lord told ws, who are his followers,
that e will enalsle ws 1o become “lishers of men.” Because ol thus, it seemed
appropriate to use the paradigm of effective fishing to explain the stops of
ommoiyart evangelism. The steps to effective stream fishing with the corre-
sponding steps to effective evangehstic hshing for people can be envisioned
a5 follows

Fish Fishing People Fishing
Understand the fish you are Understand the people the Lord
trying Lo catch wanls us Lo reach
Prepare vourself Lo caleh fish Prepare ourselves o do what 1=

necessary to reach thom

Gather the night hshing tackle Search for and inventory appro-
priate I.!"-'..'ll'lHL"'Iihtlf FESOLFCeES

Approach the fish without Spend time and nurture rela-
spooking them tionships with non-Christians
Choose bait the fish want to eat Share our lives and our Lord

wikly them

Cast and deliver bait wwhere thero Share naturally, normally and

are hish as naturally as possible when needed
Tug on vour line when the fish Encourage commitment when
accepls the bail openness 15 evidenl
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